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Lithium: the intriguing transformation of $ 70 million from Zijin Mining to an
NGO

Dave Evans
Regular

As part of its partnership with La Comminiere, a subsidiary of the Chinese mining
Zijin paid an important contribution to a mysterious Congolese NGO, whose
president is himself a public company administrator.

The counterparts of the deal on manono lithium between the Chinese giant Zijin
Mining Group and the Comminiere public enterprise agitate the small business
world in the province of Tanganyika, where one wonders about the methods of a
payment of 70 millions of dollars. This was carried out by one of the subsidiaries of
Zijin, Jinxiang Lithium, to an NGO recorded in 2020 with the Congolese authorities,
called the shield.

In its statement announcing the deal, Zijin Mining mentioned a contribution of $ 70
million "to support humanitarian aid efforts in the northeast and eastern DRC". The
envelope was allocated in its entirety to the shield. Its president, Jean-David E'ngazi,
worked for a long time in Canada, where he presents himself as the president of the
Congolese community in Montreal. He returned to 2020 in the DRC, where he
became a member of the Economic and Social Council.

Above all, Jean-David E'ngazi joined the Common Board of Directors in September
2023, a few weeks before the public company concretizes its deal with Zijin. An
appointment which he owes to the new president of the board of directors, Lisette
Kabanga Tshibwabwa. Member of the Union for Democracy and Social Progress

(UDPS, the party of President Félix Tshisekedi), the latter took the lead in the comi

in August 2023 after having officiated as director of Jean-Claude Bukasa, ex—interin'D
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"Brading" of mining active ingredients
Lisette Kabanga, who also creeps a senator's armchair in the elections scheduled for
April 21, played a key role in bringing the comicine with Zijin Mining Group. And
this, well before they are appointed president of the board of directors. As Africa
Intelligence had revealed (Al Du13/12/22), his company Focus Plaidoirie had worked
in the sale in 2021 in Zijin of the shares held by the comine in a joint venture
intended to exploit the deposit of Manono. An operation described as a "sale" of the
company's mining assets in a report by the General Inspectorate of Finance (IGF).
Lisette Kabanga had perceived for this work a remuneration of $ 1.6 million.

Contacted by Africa Intelligence, Neither Lisette Kabanga ni Jean-David E'ngazi
wanted to follow up on our requests, in particular concerning the use of funds paid
at the end of 2023 to the shield by Zijin. The $ 70 million first landed at the end of
November on the account of a bank whose identity remains questionable. However,
it appears that this account has been the subject of many disbursements: a few
weeks later, the balance, or 40 million dollars, was transferred to another account of
the NGO at EquityBCDC.

)
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DRC
Zijin Mining pays $70m to
mysterious Congolese NGO

A subsidiary of Chinese miner Zijin
has, via its joint venture with
Congolese state-owned Cominiere,
paid a substantial sum to an NGO
whose president also sits on the
board of the state-owned company.

[...]

— Published on 19.04.2024 at 04:40 GMT * Reading time 2
minutes

DRC : Zijin Mining pays $70m to mysterious Congolese NGO - 19/04/...

m A subsidiary of Chinese miner Zijin has, via its joint venture with Congolese state-owned

Cominiere, paid a substantial sum to an NGO whose president also sits on the board of
the state-owned company. - 4/19/2024
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Outcast
@Outcast_North

Jean-David E'ngazi was involved in 2015 Panama Papers Scandal (see picture) & was

briefly jailed during Kabila regime before fleeing to Montrael, Canada. Jean used a

Shell company in a Tax Haven (picture) to route his money laundering operation via

the #D

X.com

RC "NGO Le Bouclier" $AVZ

Commus (Nonprofit subsidiary of Zijin-Mining in DRC) NGO donated
$70 million USD to DRC Nonprofit “Le Bouclier”

Zijin News Source is this:
httos:/fwww linkedin.com/posts/rioblanc ar humanitario-
manonolithium-on r ier-activity-7 4 7 -

MGq9/?utm source=share&utm medium=member ios

DRC Media Article (Dec-13, 2023, Kinshasa) is this:

hitps://7sur7.cd/2023/12/15/rdc-lasbl-le-bouclier-recoit-un-don-financier-de-
manono-lithium-sas-pour-assister-les

Twitter (X) references are:
hitps:{ix.com/emil jens/slatus/17526982835360932347s=20

https://twitter.com/emil |ens/status/1752629690303676537

Who is - Mr. Jean David E'ngazi

hitps:i/twitler.com/iead 1008/with replies
hitps://youtu. be/AFCBmdCVsik ?si=xm7ikix9dZIBRIilY

He was involved (and named) in the 201 a Pap zandal (Within
Joseph Kabila's corrupt circle) and was lernporanly |a|ied in DRC in 2015-
16 before “Immigrating” (fleeing) to Canada, living in Montreal as President
of the Montreal Congolese community. He relurmed to DRC in 2021-22
under President Felix regime.

M. -~m
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Mining in DRC

MOISE KATUMBI EXPOSES CORRUPTION SCANDAL IN
CONGOLESE MINING SECTOR

MAY 3, 2024 CONSTANCE

Moise Katumbi, a prominent Congolese opposition figure and former governor of
Katanga, has raised concerns about a corruption scandal involving the public mining
company COMINIERE and a mysterious Congolese NGO in the lithium exploitation
project in Manono with Australian firm AVZ.

According to Katumbi, after the sale of shares in COMINIERE, a significant sum of
$70 million was transferred to the accounts of an NGO, whose president is an
administrator of the public company. He highlighted that $40 million of this amount
mysteriously disappeared.

l(?m.n%)?sl?ﬁsplicated a Chinese subsidiary of Zijin Mining Group in the bribery
scheme and criticized the neglect of justice and transparency institutions like the
Extractixe Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) in addressing the issue. o #2

E)]ﬁpe%éﬁpgéoncern for the well-being of the Congolese people, especially those in
the East, Katumbi urged an end to the “shameful looting” of resources and

B%lggﬂg&;l\g‘é%aﬁ?aao\l‘fﬁg)%esecure the future for the country’s children.
@CorruptionTue

This accusation of corruption adds to a series of scandals tarnishing President Félixn

Eﬂﬁ?é%ecﬂ'irgg‘v@ﬁgﬁb PXatumbi, with presidential ambitions, called for national
The “CNPAV" savs it.is deeplv_concarned about the information reportina a

Learn more about The Stock Exchange Forum and why you should consider free membership. X

https://web.archive.org/web/20250404114000/https://thestockexchange.com.au/threads/david-engazi-70-million-fraud.255995/ 5/17



6/11/25, 11:00 PM David E'ngazi $70 Million Fraud | Aussie Stock Traders Forum | Exchange Opinions & Research on Australian Stocks
(WeGan e COWNN| BRE hab dxce d ‘agariatieems lod faf ahia dp teedCbf rdisecoosi pfZijin
Voming&Beoup over the lithium project in Manono, despite hopes raised by AVZ
WasethaisLirartgldsanitiativete G ehesl deat backmaanity.can improve:

SOURCE:mines-cd.
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Communigué de Presse

La gestion des précieuses réserves de lithium de la RDC est entachée de
corruption - CNPAV exige des comptes,

La coalion le Congo N'est Pas & Vendre “CNPAN® se dit vivemen! préoccupée par ks ited: Jun 1, 2024
informations faisant étal dune « donation » do USSTO milions qui aurail @bd fait par Zin
Mining au profil d'une orgenisalion non-gouvernemaentals (ONG) ditgée par manshsur Jaan-
David Engazi, momive du consell dadministration do la Cominsin ‘ecommended.

Le CHPAV consiate que cecl n'est gue o phs récent dune succession dinformatkons:
inbpuiditnntes Sur i oesthon opaaue des Actfs de Athium dy pays par [ Cominkng = una Sockits
du portefeuille de I'Elal | demande une enquéte officiells et que jes heuls fonclionnaires
impliuis dans i mauvaise gostion des ressources du pays seknt lenus redevablos.

La Républiguee démocratique du Congo (RDC) posséde un des gissments de lithium les plus
stratdgiques du monde, notammenl le gsement de Kilohxo-Manono, dans je Tanganyika

Dans ko conoxte de la transition dnergidtique, oo minens @51 haultmen! convoills eh rason di
son ulilisation dans les balteres des wihicules deciriques. Le gisement de Ehium de Manone
prisanla un dnorme polentiel powr aider ta RDC 4 se développer économigueament
Cependant, § a 6b au conthe die nomblouses accusalions. notamment de comupbon &l da
mauvaise gesthon

Ce gisemant a fadl Fobjot d'une forle competiion entre invesissours at apparienall jusqu'en
2022 & Dathcom, une [oint-ventsre contrblde par une socidld australionne AVZ Minerals, En
el 2022, |a manithre vt demandd B rdrocassion da B patie nord -ast du geamaent, of &
wnsuite anmuld le pesmis pour Kiololo-Manono compliement an fivrier 2023, Vu le Tort inbinit
o invesls saurs pour b ie, le gowsmmamant aural di ofgantsar un appel doffre pour neoGeT
un accord on position de force. En liew ol place, o ministére semble avolr pemmis a la
Cominidre deé ndgocind de ghb & grb un sccord mec Zin Mining qul reste non publd jusqu'h
Bz b

En ociobwe 2023, la Cominlére a signé un nouveau contrat de coentroprise avec Zgn Mining
hel donnant effeciivermant le contrdle de la seclion nord-gsl du gisemeant Manono on créant
una comnireprise appelée Manono Lithaem SAS. B a M@ annoncd gue dans le cadre de cal
mccoed. Manona Lithium ferail une donation de 70 milions de dolams « pour soubenic les offors
temaniaires = dans [Est el le Moed-Esl de la RDC . Le 18 avwil 2024, Afrca inlslligence a
rapportd que Z§in Mining avait fall cofle donation & une ONG relativement méconnee appelés
“Le Boucher®, el que b prisiden] de celte ONG esi Jean David EMgazi, mambre du consel
dadministration de la Cominidr.

CHPAY considbrant que las fands pour les inlerventions sociales ociroyés en marge de L
conclusion dun contral minies stralégique devraient #re garés par MELal congolais of non par
e enlité privike. Paa, le transfert de 370 millions & une ASBL dont Ie président est moemboe
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du consell dadmintstration dé la Cominkae ayan participd aux discussions pou 'pechs & oo
[paeTTiS miniar, powTail constiluer un acle de comuplion.

La CNPAY estime que ces palements pourrpsent coder des confids dintbrdts & travers un
ernchessemant licite des membses du conseil d adminigiralion do la Commnigre o constiue
en affel un détoumament des fonds au délriment de la population congolaise qui vit dans
Toxirdme: pouvietd, Colte pratique est contraire au code da conduito des pjonls do Camidnges
o1 da administration publigue. Les membres du conseil d sdministrasion de la Cominsre sont
responsables de décisions importanios concemant les précieux aclifs minsers de la RDC,
dbcisions qui pourraient clalrement dire influsncées par des palements importants aux
caganisations privées des mambres du consall dadministration par un investisseur.

La contrad du  joinl venlure » Manono Lithium SAS n'a pas d4 publid, malgnd Noxgence de
ia loi do la RDC salon laquéll ous las contrals miniens doiwint dtre divalgieds dans wn délai
de 60 jours. Le CNPAY eslime que ce coniral deviad Mre publid immédistement afin da
parrmtire aux cloyens congolas de wiifier si Paccord os! dans b maillour inbindl du pays of
da san développement économegue.

La CHPAY nole également. on guise de confexe, que la geston par la Cominkire des aclifs
oo bthium do la RDC, quislo détont pour le compbe do MEtat. fsit Fobil de critiques dopuis
plusiours anndes. Des questons ond également édlé soulevies sur la maniine dont le contrile
o gisemanl Manono 8 dbd accordd en 2016 & ln socidld australienng AVZ Minodals, af 8i e sl
le contrat dlail une bonne affaire pour la RDC.[1)

D plus. la Cominkéra a ébé accusde en J022 par [nspaciion génirale des finances. (FGF)
davolr « bradée » los aclifs de iithium da MEat of davolr « dilapidé » les bénidices. De plus,
58 Geston des gisaments de Bhium sulow da Manono 8 contribusd aux conflits inks méddiatisés
enire les investssours, nolamment AVZ Minerals, owwant la RDC & un arbiirage commercial
imernaticnal qui pourrait o terme collar au pays des millions de dollars.

Enfin, @ avail dbé rapportéd en 2023 que Factwele présidente du conesi & sdrmansiration de la
Cominiéra, Lisatta Kabanga, avant sa nomination chez la Cominkira, deigeait une socidbd do
consultance qui avait regu 1,6 million de dollars &n « commission » lorsque Zipn Mining a
acquis pour la proamidre fods des actions du projol Manono auprés de la Cominiéng an 2021

Le CHPAYN appelie au gouvemamen de la Républigue et les institulions de contrdbe i

« Lancer une enguite officielle sur la mauvaise gestion par la Comindre ol les
manisiéres dos mines ol du portefewlla, du gisemant de lithium de Kiokolo-Manona;

« Entames ume action desciplinaira contre jes membres du conseil dadministration
Impliquis dans la ransaction vers TONG ke Boucker,

& Passer d la restiution des fords au trésor pubbc et entamer un audd mdépendant des
fonds déji recus of dépensés par Lo Bouchar,

* LHilisar les résultats de Fenquéte de FNGF pour des actions judicoares contre les
parsonnes mpiqubes dans o dossaer
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DRC: Congo'ls:Not For Sale requests an investigation into

i Sl i

the controversial management of the Manono lithium

Fat & Kimbuna, bs 10 Abs 2004

Dave Evans

Regular deposit. by Cominiére
Juaar Chacde MPUTLE «32508387 130

FACEBQQ,KJ;WJHERJmkedIne mailMessengerWhatsAppShare

Emal el

Rkl )

Lithium samples at the Manono development site, operated by a subsidiary of the
Australian AVZ Minerals. © AVZMINERALS

ECONOMY
Saturday May 11, 2024 - 09:55

In a statement on Friday, May 10, the Congo Coalition is Not for Sale (CNPAV)
demands an official investigation into the management of the Kitotolo-Manono
lithium deposit by the Cominiere, a public mining company in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC), which reportedly received $70 million from Zijin

)
Mining, a Chinese company headed by Jean David E'ngazi, at the same time also a

memher nf the Caminiére's hnard of diractars J
X
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According to Congo is not for sale, this "donation” was made as part of a joint
venture agreement for the exploitation of the Kitotolo-Manono lithium deposit in
Tanganyika, which has enormous potential to help the DRC develop economically, in
view of its role in the context of the "energy transition" and the high lust to which it
is subject because of its use in the batteries of electric vehicles. This Manono lithium
deposit, regrets the CNPAV, is the subject of many accusations, including corruption
and mismanagement.

For the CNPAV, the required investigation must be extended to the Ministries of
Mines and the Portfolio, which have an active look at mining management in the
DRC.

"The CNPAV also calls for disciplinary action against the members of the board of directors
involved in the transaction to the NGO Le Bouclier, to proceed to the return of funds to the
public treasury and to initiate an independent audit of the funds already received and spent
by Le Bouclier, to use the results of the IGF investigation for legal actions against the persons
involved in the file,... invite the Minister of Mines before parliament to prepare an oral
question with debate on the Cominiére file and ensure the publication of the Manono
Lithium SAS contract in accordance with the requirements of the Mining Code", can be read
in the press release.

The Cominiere has already been accused by the General Inspectorate of Finance
(IGF) of "selling" the State's assets and "squandering" profits. The allocation of the
Manono deposit to AVZ Minerals in 2016 has also been the subject of controversy.

For Congo is not for sale, the Congolese government should have organized a call
for tenders to negotiate an agreement in a position of strength, because "this
deposit was the subject of strong competition between investors and belonged until
2022 to Dathcom, a joint venture controlled by an Australian company AVZ
Minerals". This structure regrets that instead, the government has allowed the
Cominiere to negotiate an agreement with Zijin Mining by mutual agreement.

Bruno Nsaka

)
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Jun 1, 2024 < #4
R3D°C 2(():ongo N'est Pas a Vendre demande une enquéte sur
/05/2024
fa gestlon controversée du gisement de lithium de Manono
parECmnﬂmetengolese media in the mining sector > Blog > CONTINUOUS >
DRC: The Mlnlster of Mines called to clarify the embezzlement of USD 70 million
Dave Evans actu
Regular mvoR/lng an administrator of the Cominiere _
CONTINUOUS Last edited: Jun 1, 2024

The o&:flon and research | share af mﬁ own and | am not licensed, Exterpal links are not recommended.

Minister.of Mines:called to.clarify.t
embezzlement of USD 70 million involving an

ISC osure:

administrator of the Cominiere

MinesPublished May 12, 2024

The Cominiere company is at the center of a scandal of proven corruption and
embezzlement of about US$70 million. According to the Coalition Congo N'est a
Vendre (CNVAP), this is an endowment that would have been carried out by Zijin
Mining for the benefit of a non-governmental organization (NGO) led by Mr. Jean | 1
E'ngazi, who is also a member of the board of directors of this company in the stat
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Reminder of the factsDaniel Bawuna

According to the CNPAV coalition, this observation is only the most recent of a
succession of worrying information on the opaque management of lithium assets of
the country by the Cominiere - a company in the state portfolio. To do this, this anti-
corruption platform requires a formal investigation and that senior officials involved
in the mismanagement of the country's resources be held liable.

In particular, the Minister of Mines, Antoinette N'Samba is called upon to clarify the
embezzlement of this sum of USD 70 million involving an administrator of the
Cominiere.

"The funds for social interventions granted on the sidelines of the conclusion of a
strategic mining contract should be managed by the Congolese State and not by a
private entity. Worse, the transfer of $70 million to a non-profit organisation whose
president is a member of the Cominiere board of directors who participated in the
discussions for access to this mining permit, could constitute an act of corruption,
"revealed the CNPAV coalition.

Further on, this platform, which campaigns against anti-values, considered that
these payments could create conflicts of interest through an illicit enrichment of the
members of the board of directors of the Cominiere and indeed constitutes a
misappropriation of funds to the detriment of the Congolese population who live in
extreme poverty.

"This practice is contrary to the code of conduct for career officers and public
administration. The members of the Cominiere Board of Directors are responsible
for important decisions concerning the valuable mining assets of the DRC, decisions
that could clearly be influenced by significant payments to the private organizations
of the members of the board of directors by an investor, "denounced the CNPAV
coalition.

Faced with the above, the Congo is for sale calls on the Minister of Mines to take
urgent measures to shed light on this case and punish those responsible for this
embezzlement.

The CNPAV calls on the Government of the Republic and the control institutions to
launch an official investigation into the mismanagement by the Cominiere and the
Ministries of Mines and the Portfolio of the Kitotolo-Manono lithium deposit;

In the same vein, the Congo Is Not for Sale coalition has made some
recommendations, including:

e Register this issue with the Council of Ministers and invite the Minister of
Mines before the press as part of the government's accountability;

e Invite the Minister of Mines before parliament to ask her an oral question WiD
debate on the Cominiere file.
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Reminder of the facts

The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has one of the most strategic lithium
deposits in the world, including the Kitotolo-Manono deposit in Tanganyika. In the
context of the energy transition, this ore is highly coveted because of its use in
electric vehicle batteries. The Manono lithium deposit has enormous potential to
help the DRC develop economically. However, he has been at the center of many
accusations, including corruption and mismanagement.

This deposit was the subject of strong competition between investors and belonged
until 2022 to Dathcom, a joint venture controlled by an Australian company AVZ
Minerals. In April 2022, the ministry requested the retrocession of the northeast part
of the deposit, and then cancelled the permit for Kitotolo-Manono completely in
February 2023. Given the strong interest of investors in the site, the government
should have organized a call for tenders to negotiate an agreement in a position of
strength. Instead, the ministry seems to have allowed La Cominiere to negotiate by
mutual agreement with Zijin Mining that remains unpublished until today.

In October 2023, the Cominiére signed a new joint venture contract with Zijin
Mining effectively giving it control of the northeast section of the Manono deposit
by creating a joint venture called Manono Lithium SAS. It was announced that under
this agreement, Manono Lithium would make a donation of $70 million to support
humanitarian efforts in the East and Northeast of the DRC On April 19, 2024, Africa
Intelligence reported that Zijin Mining had made this donation to a relatively
unknown NGO called "Le Bouclier", and that the president of this NGO is Jean David
E'Ngazi, member of the board of directors of La Cominiere.

Daniel Bawuna

RDC: La Ministre des mines appelée a clarifier le
détournement de 70 millions USD impliquant un
administrateur de la Cominiéere - MINES.CD - Premier
média congolais du secteur minier

mines.cd

The opinions and research | share are my own and | am not licensed. External links are not recommended.

To be safe, conduct your own research or seek advice from a licensed financial advisor.
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Jul 7, 2024 o #5
Additional posts on Twitter relating to the NGO (David E'ngazi - Director of [:]
Cominiere) fraud
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Including this one by Moise Katumbi

Moise Katumbi
@moise_katumbi

La corruption en #RDC prend des proportions scandaleuses ! Apres la cession des
parts de la COMINIERE, une somme colossale de 70 millions USD atterrit dans les
coffres d'une mystérieuse ONG congolaise Bouclier dont le président est lui-méme
administrateur de I'entreprise publique.

Plus louche encore, sur ce transfert, 40 millions USD ont mystérieusement disparu.
Tous les doigts accusateurs pointent la société chinoise, filiale du minier chinois Zijin
Mining Group, dans ce jeu de pots-de-vin. Pendant que Manono crie a I'aide pour la
réhabilitation du barrage de Piana-Mwanga, nos élites se goinfrent sur le dos du
peuple.

Pourquoi le Procureur reste-t-il sourd a cette affaire, alors que I'ITIE reste muette
depuis 2021, sans produire de rapport ? L'argent s'évapore, pendant que nos freres
et sceurs de I'Est souffrent. Qui garantira I'avenir de nos enfants lorsque nos
ressources seront épuisées ? Il est grand temps de mettre fin a ce pillage honteux et
d'exiger des comptes. #CorruptionRDC #JusticePourManono"

Translated from French by

Corruption in #RDC takes on scandalous proportions! After the sale of COMINIERE's
shares, a colossal sum of 70 million USD landed in the coffers of a mysterious
Congolese NGO Bouclier, whose president is himself a director of the public
company.

Even more suspicious, of this transfer, 40 million USD mysteriously disappeared. All
accusing fingers point at the Chinese company, a subsidiary of the Chinese miner
Zijin Mining Group, in this bribery game. While Manono cries for help for the
rehabilitation of the Piana-Mwanga dam, our elites are glutting themselves on the
backs of the people.

Why is the Prosecutor remaining deaf to this matter, while the EITI has remained
silent since 2021, without producing a report? Money evaporates, while our brothers
and sisters in the East suffer. Who will guarantee the future of our children when our
resources are exhausted? It is high time to put an end to this shameful looting and
demand accountability. #CorruptionRDC #JusticePourManono "
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And these two by Jens and Outcast
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Jean-Baptiste Kasekwa receiving the Kanyaka Award, from Eric Nsenga, spokesman
for the ECC

Dave Evans
Regular

ECONOMY
Saturday, January 25, 2025

Known for his multiple refusals to be bribed during the 2019-2023 legislature,
corresponding to Félix Tshisekedi's first term, Jean-Baptiste Kasekwa, elected
honorary national deputy from Goma, in the province of North Kivu, was awarded
this Friday, January 24 by the coalition "Congo is not for sale" (CNPAV), which
awarded him the first "Kanyaka" award. It was at the awards ceremony held at Silikin
Village, Kinshasa.

The winner, according to the CNPAV, showed a flawless commitment during his
passage to the National Assembly, refusing in particular a sum of 10,000 US dollars
intended to influence the impeachment vote of the Mabunda office, as well as the
refusal of a jeep given for this cause. He also denounced wage injustices and
opaque practices within the institutions of the Republic. This attracted him threats,
to which he did not give in, becoming an important figure in the fight against
corruption in the DRC.

Speaking for the occasion, Jean-Baptiste Kasekwa welcomed the CNPAV's initiative[:]

anAd raacciirad all anti_cArriintinn Araanizatinne that it ic naccihla +A ramain hAanact
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"We must practice fighting corruption in small things already. This will make it possible to
hold in the big ones. Corruption kills. We must therefore all commit ourselves together to
fight it, each in his sphere of responsibility, "he said.

Understanding the Kanyaka price

The Kanyaka Prize is created to raise awareness of the harmful effects of corruption
and the importance of fighting it; to recognize and celebrate those who have made
a significant contribution to the fight against corruption in the DRC; to further
encourage individuals to take an anti-corruption stand and to promote integrity and
ethics. It also aims to draw more public attention to acts of corruption that have had
a major negative impact on the community and to encourage competent entities to
conduct more investigations into acts of corruption to punish their perpetrators and,
if necessary, to grant reparations to victims.

It consists of two prices: the negative and the positive. The negative prize highlights
the most serious corruption cases, which have had a significant negative impact on
society, while the positive prize rewards those who have actively contributed to the
fight against corruption.

Other personalities and institutions have also earned to win the Kanyaka Positive
Award because of their remarkable fight against corruption in recent years. These
include Grady Koko and Navy Malela, known for their role in denouncing financial
embezzlement by Dan Getler through Afriland First Bank to circumvent US
sanctions. They were sentenced to death in absentia and now live in exile in Europe.
Then comes the Lycée Liziba, a Catholic primary and secondary school located in
Mbudi, Kinshasa, which is known for having, in 2022, taken measures to expel high
school finalists involved in attempts at corruption to pass the state exam. They were
thanked by the delivery of a certificate of recognition.

Corruption in Senators' Elections: The Most Serious Recent Case of Corruption

The negative Kanyaka prize, at this ceremony, was awarded to the slaring events of
corruption that characterized the recent senators' elections in the DRC. During these
elections, several testimonies reported enormous sums of money offered by
candidates to voters in exchange for their votes. Institutions such as the Céni and
the Court of Cassation had warned of the serious sanctions that would be invailed
by all those who committed these unhealthy practices. Several candidates
abandoned the race, giving way to the highest bidders. Candidates holding public
office used the material, human and financial resources of the State to be elected.
These practices have had incalculable consequences on public finances, diverting
useful resources to development projects. This corruption has favored the election
of "mediocre", "less efficient” and "less honest" candidates, which weakens the
management of public affairs. [:]

Other most obvious cases of corruption identified recently include the "Jeux de la
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without direct consideration, funds managed outside the normal public spending
circuit, resulting in embezzlement of public money.

There is also the case of the $70 million paid to the NGO Le Bouclier as part of
the lithium exploitation project in Manono, involving the Chinese company
Zijin Mining.

Next come the embezzlement of funds including those of the services of the
Ministry of Health, estimated at about $300 million for the purchase of medicines,
medical equipment and the awareness campaign, embezzled by ministry officials,
according to a 2022 IGF report. The other case mentioned is the Forage case, which
aimed at the construction of 1,000 mobile water treatment and drilling stations,
valued at nearly 400 million US dollars, having involved senior officials and ruling
personalities, especially within the Ministry of Finance and Local Development.
Finally, there is the diversion of funds from the mining fee in the Luilu sector in
Lualaba, estimated at USD 14.5 million.

What they think of the Kanyaka Prize

Several high personalities, from all spheres of Congolese social life, took part in this
ceremony and indicated their satisfaction. For Monsignor Donatien Nshole,
Secretary General of the National Episcopal Conference of Congo (Cenco), this
initiative promotes moral integrity in a context where corruption is becoming
endemic and cultural.

Al Kitenge, entrepreneur, economist and author of the book "Sine qua non", which
talks about the seriousness of corruption in the institutions of the DRC, for his part,
welcomed an initiative aimed at raising awareness against corruption, a practice
whose emergence he welcomes. "Initiatives like this must continue because they
create a space for the promotion of collective prosperity, given that corruption is the
greatest destroyer of this prosperity,” he said.

For his part, Eric Senga, spokesman for the Church of Christ in Congo (ECC),
welcomed an initiative that aims to measure the degree of impact that corruption
has on the lives of millions of Congolese. He called on the population to avoid
distraction and to initiate mechanisms of citizen control to prevent an effective fight
against corruption.

"Corruption is a state of mind, and fighting it must also be a state of mind," he said.
Also present at the ceremony, Salomon Tudieshe, Attorney General at the Court of
Auditors, welcomes the "commendable" initiative, which deserves to be known.
"Corruption is a scourge that must be fought," he said.

Bruno Nsaka

)

| BRI RDC: le député honoraire Jean-Baptiste Kasekwa remporte le premier.D
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